TOM PAINE

following, and are at the disposal of anyone who
will bribe them to disturb the public peace.

Lastly, you are to inform M. Payne that the police have
information as to his suspicious behaviour, and that on the
first complaint he will be sent back to America, the country
to which he belongs.

[CoRRESP., vi, 4707. Joseph Fouche, ex-Oratorian and Terrorist,
became Napoleon's Minister of Police in 1799. "Tom' Paine had been
in prison under the Terror, and was released in November, 1794. He
returned to America in 1802, and died at New York in 1809.]
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AFTER MARENGO

TO H.M.  THE EMPEROR AND  KING

MARENGO, June 16, 1800.

I HAVE the honour of writing to Your Majesty to inform,
you of the desire of the French people to put an end to the
war which desolates our countries.

English cunning has prevented my frank and simple
demarche producing its natural effect upon Your Majesty's
heart.

There has been war between us. Thousands of Frenchmen
and Austrians are no more. . . . Thousands of bereaved
families are praying that fathers, husbands, and sons may
return! . . . The evil is irremediable: may it at least teach us
to avoid anything that might prolong hostilities! The pros-
pect so affects my heart that I refuse to accept the failure of
my previous advances, and take it upon myself to write
again to Your Majesty, to entreat you to put an end to the
misfortunes of Europe.

On the battle-field of Marengo, surrounded by sufferers,
and in the midst of 15,000 dead bodies, I implore Your
Majesty to hear the cry of humanity, and not to allow the
offspring of two brave and powerful nations to slaughter

73